St John the Baptist Parish Newsletter 30th November 2025

Priests of the Parish

Reflection: Today is the first Sunday of Advent.

The word Advent means coming. In Advent we celebrate the three coming of Christ.
The first one refers to the past, the fact that Jesus was born in a stable in Bethlehem
about two millennia ago. The second coming we celebrate is the anticipated coming
of Christ at the end of the world and the third coming is the coming of Christ into
our hearts and lives today.

The first coming is a fact of history. God took on our human nature in the person of
Jesus in order to redeem us. Because of his great love for us, which motivated him
to create us in the first place, Jesus became one of us. We say that Jesus was true
God and true man. The consequence of the incarnation is that the Father sees and
loves in us what he sees and loves in Jesus, namely our human nature. God took on
our nature to restore it to its former glory, the glory he intended from the
beginning.

The coming at the end of the world is a coming referred to in the Gospel passage we
read today. We believe that Jesus will come in glory. As we say in the Creed: “He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no
end.”

The coming of Jesus into our lives is perhaps the more immediate coming we
celebrate. The beauty of the season of Advent is that it is a time set aside for us to
renew our lives. It is an opportunity to take stock, to reflect and to start again. Often
we grow weary and careless and unthinking so it is good to have a time that is
deliberately set aside for the purpose of waking up and paying attention and
regaining our focus. We have a period of approximately four weeks to prepare to
renew our welcome for Jesus as we celebrate Christmas. As a practical measure to
help us prepare spiritually, we should decide on a concrete course of action. We
should perhaps decide to set aside some time every day to pray, or decide on an act
of penance or self-sacrifice or a particular act of kindness or generosity.

We hope that at Christmas we will celebrate with great joy the remembrance of the
coming of Jesus as a little infant which brought about our restoration and salvation;
and that we will celebrate the anticipation of the second coming; and that we will
celebrate the renewal of his coming into our lives and hearts in the here and now.

Church Notices

Mass of Thanksgiving — 50 Years of Boards of Management

A reminder to all former and current members of our Boards of Management that a Mass of
Thanksgiving will take place this Monday, 1st Dec at 7.30 pm in St John’s Cathedral to mark
the 50th anniversary of Boards of Management in our Catholic primary schools. This special
celebration is an opportunity to give thanks for the dedication and service of all who have
supported and guided our schools over the past fifty years. All are welcome.

Diocesan needs collection - will be taken up at all Masses next weekend.

Canon Gerard Garrett
Canon John Daly
Fr Peter Claver Emeka Eze
Fr Daniel Tomasik
Fr Krzysztof Tyburpwski

Eucharistic Adoration
Friday's 4pm—5.30pm in the
Adoration chapel

Mass Times

Mon—Fri 10am, 5.45pm
Sat 10am & 6pm Vigil
Sun 8am, 10.30am, 12 noon

Confessions
Saturday 10.30am

Baptisms
Saturday 4.30pm

Recently Baptised

Welcome into the Christian
Community through the
Sacrament of Baptism:

Theo Meehan
Carter Kelly
Sienna Molloy

Recently Deceased
We remember in our prayers
Bridget Quilligan RIP
Mary Flynn RIP
Marion Moloney RIP
Elizabeth Constable RIP
May their gentle soul’s rest in
eternal peace

Cathedral Shop
Mon to Sat, 10:30 AM to 1:00 PM.

On sale there are a variety of
cards suitable for all occasions,
Christmas cards now in stock,
candles, and various other items.

Split the Pot Draw
Congratulations to Alice 0’Gorman
winner of last weekends draw.
Envelopes available at the back of
the church.

Christmas Concert,
St Michael’s Church
Friday 5th Dec at 1pm
Tickets available to buy at the door

LOURDES

LIMERICK DIOCESAN 2026
PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES

Led by the Bishop of Limerick, Most Reversnd Brendan Leahy

DEPARTS 18™ & 19™ JUNE 2026
5 or 6 NIGHTS
From €995 per person sharing

Direct return flights from Shannon to Lourdes

Airport transfers and assistance in Lourdes

5 or 6 nights” hotel accommodation depending on chosen departure date

Full board: brekfast, lunch and dinner each day

Airport taxes

20kg check-in luggage

Full services of Joe Walsh Tours represertatives throughout the pilgrimage
Full religious programme facilitated in conjunction with the Diocese of Limerick

For information and to hook, please contact the Lourdes Pilgrimage Office:
Telephone: 061 - 350 000

Email: Lourdespilgrimage@limerickdiocese org

Post: Limerick Diocesan Centre, St Munchins, Corbally, Limerick V94 925C
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Annacotty Annual Christmas Carol
Singing for the Needy
In the Village Sun 7th @ 6pm

Please join us in Annacotty, we are
again asking each family to buy a
toy (of any value) or to give a do-
nation; bring it along with you and
join in the Carol Singing. A repre-
sentative working with The Re-
demptorist’s Poor Campaign, will
come to collect our donations for
distribution to the disadvantaged
of Limerick.

Santa has promised to stop by!!!




