St John the Baptist Parish Newsletter 18th January 2026

Reﬂection: Jesus has come into the world with a precise mission: to free it from
the slavery of sin, taking humanity’s faults upon himself. How is he to do that? By lov-
ing. There is no other way to defeat evil and sin than with the love that moves Him to
give his life for others. Jesus is the Servant of God, who, in the words of Isaiah has
“borne our griefs and carried our sorrows” (Isaiah 53:4), to the point of dying on the
cross. Jesus is the one whom God sent into the world as the sacrificial lamb.

The word “lamb” appears several times in the New Testament and always in reference
to Jesus. When we elevate the consecrated host at Mass we say: ‘behold the lamb of
God.” This image of the lamb which of course is reminiscent of the Passover Lamb of
the Old Testament, might surprise us: the lamb is certainly not characterized by
great strength and hardiness yet he takes upon himself such an oppressive weight.
The enormous mass of evil is removed and taken away by a weak and fragile creature,
who is a symbol of obedience, docility and defenseless love. The lamb is not an oppres-
sor but is docile; he is not aggressive but peaceful; he does not show his claws or teeth
in the face of attack, but endures and is humble. And this is how Jesus is. He is like a
lamb.

What does it mean for the Church, for us, today to be disciples of Jesus the Lamb of
God? We might wish God to show his power and to put manners, as it were, on those
who flout his laws and ignore and scoff at his wishes but that is not his way. For us, his
way means, putting innocence in the place of malice, gentleness and love in the place
of force, humility in the place of pride and service in the place of prestige.
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Priests of the Parish
Canon Gerard Garrett
Fr Daniel Tomasik
Fr Peter Claver Emeka Eze
Fr Krzysztof Tyburowski
In residence Canon John Daly

Eucharistic Adoration
Friday's 4pm—5.30pm in the
Adoration Chapel.

Mass Times
Mon—Fri 10am, 5.45pm
Sat 10am & 6pm Vigil
Sun 8am, 10.30am, 12 noon

Confessions
Saturday 10.30am
Baptisms
Saturday 4.30pm

Recently Baptised

We welcome into the Christian
Community Benjamin Laffan

We wish Benjamin and his
family every blessing.

Recently Deceased
We remember in our prayers
Susan Keyes RIP,
Brian Hogan RIP
Paddy O'Connor RIP
Gerard Kinsella RIP
May their gentle souls rest in
eternal peace.

Cathedral Shop
Mon - Sat, 10:30am - 1pm.
Sympathy cards, cards for all
other occasions & other
religious goods available to
buy.

Split the Pot Draw
Congratulations to
Fraya Slattery
winner of last weekends draw.
Draw Envelopes available at
the back of the church.

All proceeds go toward the
maintenance of the Cathedral.
Thank you for your continued
support.

AnamCara 3
Anam Cara, which supports parents after bereavement, is hosting an
Online Bereavement Info Evening on Thurs 22nd Jan at 7pm.

Dr. Réisin Finnegan will be our guest speaker this month.

This talk will focus on understanding grief after the death of a child, the
many ways it can show up over time, and how parents can be support-
ed in living alongside their loss. It will also touch on the impact of loss
within the family, including siblings, and offers gentle ways of coping
when emotions feel overwhelming.

Register here for Online Bereavement Information Evening
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Appeal for Host Carers in Limerick City and County

‘Would yvou like to share vour home and yvour heart with a child with disabilities?
Training and Support is provided, along with an allowance, which is Tax Free.
Check out https://avista.ie/how-to-get-involved/homeshare-midwest/
For more information on becoming a Host Carer, or please contact:
Catherine O’Sullivan, Avista (formerly Daughters of Charity),

St. Vincent’s Centre, Lisnagry, on 087-4132888 or email
catherine.osullivan@avistaclg.ie

Interested in finding out more about the call to be a religious sister, or
know someone who might be? Join the Dominican Sisters of St Cecilia for
a day of discernment on Saturday, 24th January, 2026 from 10am-8pm,
with times of prayer, fellowship, and insights.

For more details please contact limerick@op-tn.org

Church Notices

The Parish Clerk Collection will be taken up at all Masses this week-
end . Envelopes are available at the back of the Church.
Thank you for your generosity.

Weekly Envelope Boxes 2026 are still available for collection from
the Sacristy before or after Mass.
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