St John the Baptist Parish Newsletter 14th December 2025

Priests of the Parish

Reflection: Today, the third Sunday of Advent, is called Gaudete Sunday. Gau-
dete means: Rejoice. It is the imperative of the verb gaudere which means ‘to re-
joice’. We are being ordered, commanded to rejoice. Why, what is there to rejoice
about. Isaiah tells us almost excitedly: “Look your Lord is coming... The eyes of the
blind shall be opened, the ears of the deaf unsealed.... joy and gladness will be with
them.” Isaiah believed with his whole heart that God would send salvation. We be-
lieve it, we know it, we know that our salvation comes in and through the person of
Jesus, the celebration of whose coming we anticipate in this season of Advent, ap-
proaching Christmas.

St. James takes up this theme of hope and expectation: “Be patient brothers until
the Lord’s coming” and he encourages his readers “not to lose heart, because the
Lord’s coming will be soon” he says. We need to hear this too to give us hope and
consolation to endure whatever trials challenge us. It is only in the hope and peace
that God alone can give that we can sustain our joy.

The Gospel passage speaks to us again of St. John the Baptist of whom we heard last
week. His joy, his whole reason for being in our story, also known as the history of
salvation, was to point to Christ. He wished to fade into the background so that Je-
sus would become our focus. From his prison he asked whether Jesus was “the one
who is to come”, whether he was the Messiah, the Saviour. His answer was to look
to the fruits of Jesus: “the blind see again, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and
the deaf hear, and the dead are raised to life and the Good News is proclaimed to
the poor.” Indeed Jesus is the Messiah, he is our salvation, the truest and surest
cause of our joy. So, on this Gaudete Sunday, let us Rejoice in this truly good news.
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Planned Giving Envelopes.

Notices

Fuel for the Poor

The Kinghts of Columbus will hold a
church gate collection next weekend
20th & 21st December in aid of

Fuel for the Poor.

The Planned Giving Boxes of Envelopes
for 2026 are available for collection this
weekend. Please collect before or after
mass from Kieran at the grand piano near
the altar.

Reconciliation Service

We would encourage parishioners to
consider using the boxes so that
the parish can claim back your tax.

Will take place in Our Lady Help of
Christians Church, Castletroy,

Tuesday 16th December at 7.30pm.

Canon Gerard Garrett
Canon John Daly
Fr Peter Claver Emeka Eze
Fr Daniel Tomasik
Fr Krzysztof Tyburpwski

Eucharistic Adoration
Friday's 4pm—5.30pm
in the Adoration
Chapel.

All are welcome.

Mass Times

Mon—Fri 10am, 5.45pm
Sat 10am & 6pm Vigil
Sun 8am, 10.30am, 12 noon

Confessions
Saturday 10.30am

Baptisms
Saturday 4.30pm

Recently Deceased
We remember in our prayers
Ross Calvert RIP
Rose Kelly RIP

May their gentle soul’s rest in
eternal peace

Cathedral Shop
Mon - Sat, 10:30am to 1pm.
Christmas cards now in
stock, candles, and various
other items.

Split the Pot Draw
Congratulations to
Lucas Logan
winner of last weekends
draw.
Envelopes available at the
back of the church.

St. Paul’s Press has published a new book by Bishop Leahy entitled,
What God expects of the Church: Recent Experience, Theology and
Spirituality of Synodality.In this book Bishop Leahy offers helpful sum-
maries of Pope Francis’ and Pope Leo XlII’s views on synodality. He
shares his experience at the 2023 and 2024 sessions of the XVI Synod
in Rome, unpacks its Final Document and suggests elements of a syn-
odal spirituality. Copies of the book are available at the Abbey
Bookshop in Limerick (Phone: 061-400252) or at St. Paul’s bookstores.
Orders can also be placed with St. Paul’s Publishing Company by
email: sales@stpauls.ie (use coupon code BBL for a 20% discount) or

Give Hope This Christmas with Double the Love:

Mary’s Meals provides life-changing school meals to more than 3
million children living in some of the world’s poorest communities.
The promise of a good meal brings hungry children into the classroom,
where they can gain an education and better opportunities for the
future. It costs just €22 to feed a child with Mary's Meals every day for
a school year. Thanks to the Tom Cunningham Trust, donations will be
doubled until 12th January 2026 or until the match funding limit has
been reached. Together, through Double the Love, we can transform
the lives of many more desperately hungry children waiting for Mary’s
Meals. To donate, go to www.marysmeals.ie or phone 01 853 5163.
Every donation is greatly appreciated. Thank you.

SHALOM
'WORLD

THIS CHRISTMAS,

SHARE MOMENTS

OF TRUE JOY WITH
YOUR FAMILY.

Heartwarming Christmas shows, inspiring talks,
joyful music, and stories of hope — for every age.

SCANTO WATCH FOR FREE!

shalomworld.org/christmas

No pay walls. No ads.
Just christmas with Jesus X
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