St John the Baptist Parish Newsletter 1st February 2026

St. John’s Girls’ and Infant Boys’ School
Now accepting applications for 2026/2027 School Year

Closing date for applications for Junior Infants:
Tuesday 17th February 2026

Application Forms available from school office /school website

q

Principal: Aoibheann Ruane Address: Cathedral Place, Lim (V94T223) Roll no.: 06936R

Tel:061-416752

Email:johnslimerick@gmail.com

(X)Twitter: StJohnslk

Web: www.stjohnslk.ie

Make &Wish.

IRELAND

Learn More

“Twish tobe
apilot.”

Organise a Fundraiser for
Make-A-Wish Ireland today!

Help us transform lives, one wish at a time

Make-A-Wish® Ireland, 2 Leopardstown Business Centre, Leopardstown, Dublin
18 Charity Registration Number: CRA20052256 / CHY15267

Notices

1st Feb The Feast of St Brigid—
La Fhéile Bride
St Brigid's Cross: The most iconic
tradition involves weaving a cross
from rushes or reeds. These are
hung over doors and windows to
protect the home from fire, illness,
and evil spirits.
Monday 2nd Feb—Bank holiday
Mass at 10am,

there is no evening mass
at 5.45pm.

Tuesday 3rd Feb Feast of St Blaise
St Blaise, is a 4th-century bishop
and martyr most famous as the
patron saint of throat ailments.
Blessing of the throats will take
place after 10am & 5.45pm Mass.

Priests of the Parish
Canon Gerard Garrett
Fr Daniel Tomasik
Fr Peter Claver Emeka Eze
Fr Krzysztof Tyburowski
In residence Canon John Daly

Eucharistic Adoration
Friday's 4pm—5.30pm in the
Adoration Chapel.

Mass Times
Mon—Fri 10am, 5.45pm
Sat 10am & 6pm Vigil
Sun 8am, 10.30am, 12 noon

Confessions
Saturday 10.30am

Baptisms
Sa‘rurjay 4.30pm
Recently Baptised

We welcome into the Christian
Community
Ayla Kate Roce
Kreed David Sheehan
We wish Lilly and her family
every blessing.

Recently Deceased
We remember in our prayers
Ann Carey RIP
Gerry Greenwood RIP
Mary O'Riordan RIP
May their gentle souls rest in
eternal peace.

Cathedral Shop
Mon - Sat, 10:30am - 1pm.
Sympathy cards, cards for all
other occasions & other
religious goods available to

buy.

Split the Pot Draw
Congratulations to
Saoibh Mullins
winner of last weekends draw.
Draw Envelopes available at
the back of the church.
All proceeds go toward the
maintenance m“9 the Cathedral.
Thank you for your continued
support.

Reflection:

When speaking from the mountaintop in today’s passage from

St. Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus is speaking with the authority and voice of God,
from on high, as it were. The mountaintop is a symbol of closeness to God.
We recall that Moses ascended the mountain and spoke with God from
whom he received the Ten Commandments.

Jesus employs the Beatitudes as a form of teachings. This form of teaching
was not unique to Jesus. Beatitudes are found in the Old Testament; in the
Psalms and in Wisdom literature. They are a way to teach about who will
find favour with God, who will be blessed by God.

The Beatitudes announced by Jesus further upset the sensibilities of his
listeners. Those who are poor, hungry, weeping, or persecuted are called
blessed. This is, indeed, a Gospel of reversals. Those often thought to have
been forgotten by God are called blessed. By contrast, in the account of the
beatitudes in St. Luke’s Gospel, those who might ordinarily be thought of
as blessed by God are warned about their peril. Riches, possessions,
laughter, reputation . . . these are not things that we can depend upon as
sources of eternal happiness. They not only fail to deliver on their promise;
our misplaced trust in them will lead us astray. The ultimate danger is in
misidentifying the source of our eternal happiness.

The Beatitudes are often described as a framework for Christian living. Our
vocation as Christians is not to be first in this world, but rather to be first in
the eyes of God. We are challenged to examine our present situation in the
context of our ultimate horizon, namely, the Kingdom of God. And following
our Christian vocation faithfully comes at a cost. In the same way that Jesus
met resistance, we can expect to be sneered at and dismissed by the so
called enlightened of the modern era. Have no fear though because Jesus
said: “Blessed are you when people abuse you and persecute you and speak
all kinds of calumny against you on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for
your reward will be great in heaven.”

Jesus assures us that as we endeavour to promote his counter-cultural
message in a hostile world, we will be blessed by him.

Amen.




