St John the Baptist Parish Newsletter 28th December 2025

Reflection:

The Scriptures in today’s readings give us some practical advice and
remind us of the obligations on spouses, parents and children.
Spouses are reminded to love and care for each other. Parents are
admonished not to frustrate their children and drive them to
resentment. Children are reminded to be obedient to their parents
and to respect them and that in doing so they are “atoning for their
sins” and “amassing a fortune”. Ecclesiasticus reminds us of the
obligation on children to care for their parents in their old age
remembering that their parents cared for them when they were tiny,
dependent babies. God’s design in family life, if it is lived as he
intended with care and selflessness, sees to the well-being of the
person at every stage of life. Pope St. John Paul referred to the family
as the domestic church, that place where all that is necessary for one’s
human and spiritual development is available.

Though sometimes challenged by sad circumstances outside of our
control and by fractured relationships, as Christians, we are called on
to imitate the Holy Family of Nazareth as a family full of self-sacrifice
and mutual love and respect.
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Conclusion of the Jubilee Year

Pope Leo XIV will close the last door, at St Peter's on 6 January 2026 at 09.30,
signifying the end of the Jubilee Year. Image: Pope Francis opened the Holy Door in
St Peter's Basilica for the Jubilee 2025, on on Christmas Eve 2024, and celebrates
Christmas Mass in front of faithful.

Bishop Leahy will celebrate Mass here in the Cathedral on Sunday
4th January at 12 noon to mark the Conclusion of the Jubilee Year.

Priests of the Parish

Canon Gerard Garrett
Fr Daniel Tomasik
Fr Peter Claver Emeka Eze
Fr Krzysztof Tyburowski
In residence Canon John Daly

Eucharistic Adoration
Friday's 4pm—5.30pm in
the Adoration
Chapel.

Mass Times

Mon—Fri 10am, 5.45pm
Sat 10am & 6pm Vigil
Sun 8am, 10.30am, 12 noon

Confessions
Saturday 10.30am

Baptisms
Saturday 4.30pm

Recently Baptised

Welcome to the Christian
Community
Maya Tierney.
We wish Maya and her
family every happiness &
blessing

Recently Deceased
We remember in our prayers
Drue McMahon RIP
May her gentle soul rest in
eternal peace.

Cathedral Shop
Mon - Sat, 10:30am to 1pm.
Mass cards for all occasions
and candles available to buy .

Split the Pot Draw
Congratulations to
Angela O’Halloran
winner of last weekends draw.
Envelopes available at the
back of the church.

Notices
Thank You!

We wish to thank all those who helped to decorate the church so
beautifully for Christmas and those who helped with the liturgy
throughout the Christmas season.

We are very grateful to each of you.

CHRISTMAS DUES:

We wish to acknowledge and thank all who have returned their
Christmas Dues Envelopes for the Priests and all who are in the
process of doing so, these can be returned to Kieran in the Sacristy or
put in the Sunday basket collection.

Planned Giving Envelopes.

The Planned Giving Boxes of Envelopes for 2026 are available for
collection . If you haven’t already collected your envelope box please
collect before or after mass from Kieran .

We would encourage parishioners to consider using the boxes so
that the parish can claim back the tax. On your donation.

Feast Day 6th January

Tuesday 6th January Feast of the Epiphany,
Vigil Mass at 5.45 on Monday 5th
Tuesay 6th Mass at 10am and 5.45pm
Collection taken up at the Masses is for the Maintenance of the
Cathedral.

Christmas Mass Times

Saturday 27th/ Sunday 28th December
Mass times as normal for the Weekend

Monday 29th December / Friday 2nd January
Mass 10am only (no evening Mass)

Saturday 3rd January

Mass times resume as normal




