St John the Baptist Parish Newsletter 7th December 2025

Priests of the Parish

Monday 8th Dec is a Holiday day of Obligation—Feast of Inmaculate Conception

Vigil Mass on Sunday at 6pm, Monday 10am & 5.45pm.

Reflection:

We are all well aware of our own shortcomings, our own brokenness. We know how
hard it is to choose the right and avoid the wrong which clings so tenaciously. On the
grander stage, through history and in our own time, we are aware of the evils that
beset the world; wars; greed; selfishness and profound, debilitating injustice. We are
well aware of evil and its disintegrating effects and the deep hurts it inflicts. We are
well aware of the consequences of the sin of Adam; Original sin, and the conse-
qguences of our own actual sins.

Into this gloom comes the necessary and only remedy, the dazzling, healing,
restorative light and grace and peace of God, in the Person of Jesus.

Isaiah foresaw it, foresaw the day of Jesus: “A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse”
he said, “...on Him the Spirit of the Lord rests, a Spirit of Wisdom and insight...” He
foresaw His reign and prophesied that when it came: “The wolf lives with the lamb
and the panther lies down with the kid....” Isaiah’s vision foresaw what seems a
most unlikely harmony. He foresaw harmony among those who turn to the Lord
and welcome His reign.

John the Baptist heralded this blessed future and called people to it: “Repent for the
Kingdom of Heaven is close at hand.... Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths
straight.”

In this Advent season; this season of longing and preparing, we are called to re-
pent.We are called to open our hearts to the reign of Jesus, to actually decide to
conform our lives to the values of Jesus; and not just give a mere, reverent nod in
His direction; and then with his grace, the vision of Isaiah will become a reality in us.

R 4 Boxes of Weekly Envelopes 2026

S’

We are very grateful to those that contribute through the envelope system.

Will be available for collection from Kieran in the sacristy
after all Masses next weekend 14 /15 Dec.

If you would like to join our parish planned giving Weekly Envelopes please
contact parish office at 061 414624 or Kieran in the Sacristy.

Canon Gerard Garrett
Canon John Daly
Fr Peter Claver Emeka Eze
Fr Daniel Tomasik
Fr Krzysztof Tyburpwski

Eucharistic Adoration
Friday's 4pm—5.30pm in the
Adoration chapel

Mass Times

Mon—Fri 10am, 5.45pm
Sat 10am & 6pm Vigil
Sun 8am, 10.30am, 12 noon

Confessions
Saturday 10.30am

Baptisms
Saturday 4.30pm
Recently Baptised

Welcome into the Christian
Community through the
Sacrament of Baptism:

Jason Casey

Recently Deceased
We remember in our prayers
Maureen Mason RIP
May her gentle soul’ rest in
eternal peace

Cathedral Shop
Mon - Sat, 10:30am to 1pm.

Christmas cards now in stock,
candles, and various other
items.

Proceeds of all Mass cards sold
go direct to
Archbishop Michael Lenihan,
Missions in Honduras C.A.

Split the Pot Draw
Congratulations to James Reeves
winner of last weekends draw.
Envelopes available at the back of
the church.

Trocaire Gifts of Change Sale & Christmas Appeal

As we prepare our hearts for Christmas, we are invited once again to
reach out in compassion to families in need around the world. Our
parish will host the annual Trocaire Gifts of Change Sale after all
masses over the weekend of Sat/Sun 13th/14th Dec.

These ethical gifts make meaningful presents for loved ones while
directly transforming lives.

We also encourage you to support Trécaire’s Christmas Appeal, which
this year focuses on helping communities facing conflict, poverty, and
the effects of climate change. Envelopes will be available in the
church, and donations can always be made online - www.trocaire.org

We remain deeply grateful for your ongoing generosity. Time and
again, our parish community responds with compassion, and your
support continues to make a real difference in the lives of vulnerable
families worldwide.

Thank you for sharing Christ’s love so generously this Christmas.

Reconciliation Service

Will take place in Our Lady Help of Christians
Church, Castletroy,

Tuesday 16th December at 7.30pm.
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Mass of Remembrance

‘We at Griffin's, would like o invite you, your family and friends to a Mass of
Remembrance in St. John's Cathedral on Thursday 11 December, at 7pm. This

isto po
have suffered loss, through bereavement, in the past year.
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On behalf of John-Mark, Antoinette, Gerry, Clare, Ozzie, Emma, Frank, Sedn,
Tom & JP, we wish you and your family a Peaceful Christmas.

Yours sincerely,
BUCKET COLLECTION oo s L
In aid of the Mid West parkinson’s

Assaciation John-Mark Griffin
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