St John the Baptist Parish Newsletter 21st December 2025

Priests of the Parish

REﬂECﬁOH.' St. Joseph is someone about whom we know little. There are few
references to him in the gospels apart from the stories about the birth, infancy and
childhood of Jesus. (Mt 13:55) He is very much a background figure in the gospel
story. But for all that, we could call him a real Advent Person because, in a truly
humble and remarkable manner, he prepares for the arrival of the Messiah.

When Joseph discovered that Mary was with child he wondered how this could be.
Initially he did not know what to do. However, he did not act rashly. He listened to
God’s word through the angel’s message in a dream and, although it demanded
much faith, he did what God asked of him. He allowed his life to be influenced and
directed by God’s will. Therefore, without complaining, Joseph decided to prepare
for the birth of Jesus by caring for Mary.

Two aspects of Joseph’s character are revealed to us. Firstly, Joseph was obviously a
man of deep faith. He trusted God and, discerning God’s will, took the great leap of
faith into the unknown in a difficult situation. God moved him and he was respon-
sive. Secondly, Joseph was selfless. He did not alienate Mary but, instead, accepted
her and remained loyal. His selflessness enabled him to act in spite of the fear of
ridicule and scorn. Doing God’s will was all@important for Joseph.
We can learn from these two aspects of Joseph’s character.

For example, how do we respond to God? Are we able to make the leap of faith
when we are unsure about the future? Can we acknowledge and embrace those
people and life situations which least suit us? Advent is about cultivating our ability
to go beyond our own concerns and respond to the needs of other people.

Joseph, in the portrait painted of him in Matthew’s Gospel, prepared for the birth of
Jesus with gentleness and faithfulness. He cherished and supported Mary and, to-
gether, they brought Christ into the world. Joseph’s discernment of God’s will em-
powered his confidence. We are challenged to imitate Joseph’s example as we live
and work with other people.

Joseph was a man of few words but of decisive and significant actions. His behav-
iour made a difference. Unfortunately, some of us speak many words but these
words are rendered meaningless by our contradictory behaviour or mere inaction.
Let us learn from the example of Joseph. Let us discern and accept joyfully God’s will
in our lives. And let us pray to St. Joseph, asking him to help us to do God’s will

Planned Giving Envelopes.

g_fﬂi The Planned Giving Boxes of Envelopes for 2026 are available for
5 collection . Please collect before or after mass from Kieran .

We would encourage parishioners to consider using the boxes so
that the parish can claim back your tax.

Canon Gerard Garrett
Fr Peter Claver Emeka Eze
Fr Daniel Tomasik
Fr Krzysztof Tyburpwski
In residence Canon John Daly

Eucharistic Adoration
Friday's 4pm—5.30pm in
the Adoration
Chapel.

Mass Times

Mon—Fri 10am, 5.45pm
Sat 10am & 6pm Vigil
Sun 8am, 10.30am, 12 noon

Confessions
Saturday 10.30am

Baptisms
Saturday 4.30pm

Recently Baptised

Welcome to the Christian
Community
Amelia Hughes.
We wish Amelia and her
family every happiness &
blessing

Recently Deceased
We remember in our prayers
Eddie Caulfield RIP
Mary Murphy RIP
Dolores Healy RIP
May their gentle soul’s rest in
eternal peace.

Cathedral Shop
Mon - Sat, 10:30am to 1pm.
Christmas cards now in stock,
candles, and various other
items.

Split the Pot Draw
Congratulations to
Sharon Ganly
winner of last weekends draw.
Envelopes available at the
back of the church.
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Irish hospital patients need blood this Christr:;as

CASTLETROY PARK HOTEL
Sunday 21st December 11:50am - 3:10pm
Monday 224 December 4:20pm - 7:40pm
Tuesday 239 December 3:20pm - 6:40pm

PHONE 1800 222 111 FOR APPOINTMENT

NEW DONORS URGENTLY NEEDED
Just one donation can make a difference
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LIMERICK DIOCESAN 2026 THIS CHRISTMAS, é
PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES SHARE MOMENTS
Led by the Bishop of Limerick, Most Reverend Brendan Leahy ()F TRUE ]()Y WITH
DEPARTS 18™ & 19™ JUNE 2026 YOUR FAMILY.

5 or 6 NIGHTS
From €995 per person sharing

Heartwarming Christmas shows, inspiring talks
joyful music, and stories of hope — for every age.

Direct return tlights from
ers and assi

nto Lourdes
n Lourdes
dation depending on chosen departure date
nd dinner each day

5 or 6 nights” hotel a
Full board: breakfast,
Airport taxes

20kg check-in luggage

Full services of Joe Walsh Tours repre sentatives throughout the pilgrimage

Full rcligious programme facilitated in conjunction with the Dioc csc of Limerick

SCANTO WATCH FOR FREE!

shalomworld.org/christmas

No pay walls. No ads.
Just christmas with Jesus

For information and to hook, please contact the Lourdes Pilgrimage Office

erick Diocesan Centre, St Munchins, Corbally, Limerick V34 325C
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Christmas Mass Times and Confessions

Monday 22nd / Tuesday 23rd December
Mass 10am and 5.45pm Confessions after each Mass
Wednesday 24th December
Mass 10am, Confessions after Mass
Christmas Eve Mass 4.30pm (Cantor),
Christmas Carols at 6.30pm, Mass 7pm (Senior Choir)
Thursday 25th December Christmas Day
Mass 8am, 10.30am (Folk Choir) and 12 noon (Senior Choir)
Friday 26th December
Mass 10am only (no evening Mass)
Saturday 27th / Sunday 28th December
Mass times as normal for the Weekend




