Newsletter Sunday 4th October 2026

Reflection: We can look at the parable in today’s Gospel passage from
the perspective of its historical context and from the perspective of its
modern application.

To take the historical context: Who are the various participants in the
story? The landowner is God the Father. The tenants are the chief priests
and the elders of the people to whom the parable is addressed. The
servants sent to collect the produce of the vineyard are the prophets.
And finally, the son whom the landowner sent and who was rejected
utterly and who was thrown out and killed by the tenants is Jesus.

This was a stark warning to the religious leaders of Jesus’ day. They had
rejected the prophets whom God had sent and they were rejecting Jesus
and he was warning them that there would be dire consequences. Out of
their own mouths they condemned themselves. He asked them what the
landowner would do to the wicked tenants and they answered: ‘He will
bring those  wretches to a wretched end.” Then having completed the
telling of the story and having heard the response of the chief priests and
the elders, Jesus opened their eyes to its meaning. He told them that he
was the stone rejected by the builders who became the keystone. And
then, lest there be any doubt he announced to them: ‘I tell you, then,
that the Kingdom of God will be taken from you given to a people who
will produce its fruit.’

No doubt the chief priests and the elders were furious at being
compared to faithless tenants; and no doubt they were furious at having
been made to condemn themselves.

Now to the present day application: At a remove of two millennia we
can feel quite smug and happily join-in in the condemnation of the
wretched tenants. But we had better be careful. Could any of the things
said to or about the tenants apply to us? Have we received God’s
messengers and listened to them. Have we received his Son with respect
and reverence and listened to him and acted on his call to us? As people
in whom the Holy Spirit dwells since our  baptism and Confirmation,
have we produced the fruits of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control which are the Lord’s
due and delivered them to him?

In as much as the parable was a wake-up call, so to speak, to the chief
priests and the elders of the people of Jesus’ day so it is to us.

Church Notices:
Today’s 2nd Collection: For Diocesan Needs.
Next Weekend’s 2nd Collection: For Kieran.

Autumn Dues: Envelopes are available at the back of the church.
Thank you for your continued support of our parish clergy.

Priests of the Parish
Canon Gerard Garrett
Fr Daniel Tomasik
Fr Peter Claver Emeka Eze
Fr Robert Coffey
In residence Canon John Daly

Cathedral Shop
Mon - Sat, 10:30am - 1pm. I

WIEEK

Sympathy Mass cards,
Occasional cards,
candles and other religious ~

goods for sale. , : =

Mass Times
Mon—Fri 10am, 5.45pm
Sat 10am & 6pm Vigil
Sun 8am, 10.30am, 12 noon : A

Confessions
Saturday 10.30am

FREE ENTRY

SCAN FOR MORE INFO

Baptisms
Saturday 4.30pm

Recently Baptised
We welcome into the
Christian Community
Kjaye Bond
Mabel & Mollymae McMarlow

YOUNG ADULT
PRAYER MEETING
/)7 '///'///A 20))

Recently Deceased
We remember today in our
prayers
Robert Hanley RIP
Kevin Dunne RIP
Hilda Clarke RIP
May they rest in eternal peace.

Split the Pot Draw
Congratulations to

Carisa Oliveria
winner of last weekends draw.
Draw envelopes available at
the back of the church.

Scan QR code to donate

EVERY MONDAY AT7:30PM
atthe Crying Chapel of Our
Lady Help o Christians;
Miford,Limerick

BRATER

Formore nfo contact
Hiling on 0877526111
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FRIDAY 9TH OCTOBER
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JOIN US FORYA
SPECIAL EVENING?
OF BEAUTIFUL
CHORAL MUSIC
WITH THE LIMERICK
CHORAL UNION.

ALSO PERFORMING

VOICES OF LIMERICK
KILLALOE MALE CHOIR
MENS SHEDDERS (UKALELE)
OOM NS CHOIR

SATAKIELI (FINNISH MUSIC)
ST. JOHNS CATHEDRAL
CHOIR

? St. John’s
Cathedral
7:30pm - 9:30pm

ing 4th-10th October

Yo

5 - 31 October 2026

Team-Up and Get Walking

TOUR AND
TALK ON

THE WINDOWS

ST. JOHN’S
CATHEDRAL

BY
GEORGE LEE

& Saturday
17th October 2026

Centre for
Irish German Studies

Saints of the Week

Mon 5th Bl Albert, St Faustina
Tue 6th St Bruno

Wed 7th Our Lady of the Rosary
Fri  9th St Denis,

St John Newman

Castletroy Park Hotel
Mon 5th Oct 4:20pm — 7:40pm

Lim Racecourse Patrickswell
Tues 6th October 4:20pm — 7:40pm

New donors are very welcome at all
clinics it only takes about an hour
and could save a life.

Call 1800 222 111 to book




