
Priests of the Parish 
Canon Gerard Garrett 

Fr Daniel Tomasik 
Fr Peter Claver Emeka Eze 

In residence Canon John Daly 
 

Cathedral Shop 
Mon - Sat, 10:30am - 1pm.  

Sympathy Mass cards,  
Occasional cards,  

candles and other  religious 
goods for sale. 

 
Mass Times 

Mon—Fri 10am, 5.45pm   
     Sat 10am & 6pm Vigil 

Sun 8am, 10.30am, 12 noon  
 

Confessions 
Saturday 10.30am 

 
Baptisms 

Saturday 4.30pm 

Recently Baptised 
We welcome into the Christian 

Community  
Preston Moran 

Nicholas Howley Avdieiev 
We wish them  and their 
 Families every blessing. 

 

Recently Deceased 
We remember in  our prayers 

Kieran McShera RIP 
Mary Russell RIP 

May they rest in eternal 
peace.  

Split the Pot Draw 
Congratulations to  
Orlaith Mullins  

winner of last weekends draw. 
Draw envelopes available at 

the back of the church. 
_____________ 

 

Scan QR code to donate  
 

 

Newsletter Sunday 16th Aug 2026 

Reflection:  Today’s passage from St. Matthew’s Gospel 

seems a bit strange. In it Jesus appears to be uncharacteristically 
harsh. We are presented with Jesus being in the region of Tyre 
and Sidon which was very far north, about 200km from Jerusalem 
as the crow flies, but given the terrain it would have been a much 
longer walk and would have  taken about a hundred hours. The 
population was predominantly Canaanite and the Canaanites and 
the Hebrews did not get on well at all. In fact they had fought 
wars against each other. The Canaanites were a Semitic people 
who believed in a number of gods and were made up of a variety 
of ethnic groups. 

 From the Jewish point of view, the Canaanite woman was an 
outsider not  worthy of Jesus’ consideration. 
 In the account of this incident in St. Mark’s Gospel, while Jesus 
did point out that his principal mission was to the lost sheep of 
the House of Israel, he didn’t exclude consideration for other 
people. 
 So why does he appear to be so harsh in St. Matthew’s Gospel. 
The answer lies in St. Matthew himself. We know that he had 
been a tax collector. He had been a hated agent of a foreign pow-
er. He had been every bit as much an outsider as the Canaanite 
woman. So, in his account when Jesus is persuaded, as it were, to 
cure her daughter, it is a clear declaration by St. Matthew that 
Jesus’ mission is in fact to all people, something of which 
Matthew himself had had first-hand experience. 
 
 Also, the Canaanite woman called Jesus son of David. To do so 
was to acknowledge him as the Messiah, the Saviour,  because 
the Jews believed that the Messiah would come from the House 
of David. In fact, she is shown as having more faith than the Jews 
who did not accept Jesus as the Messiah.  
 
 The same theme of God’s inclusion runs through all of today’s 
readings. In our first reading, Isaiah declared that foreigners were 
making their way to God’s Holy Mountain and in our second read-
ing St. Paul declared himself the Apostle of the Pagans. 
 
 In short, the message of today’s readings is that God excludes 
nobody - it is people who exclude themselves - and his message is 
addressed to everybody. God, grant us the grace to listen. 

Interested in re-entering the workforce? 

 The Community Employment Scheme is looking for a  
groundsperson to work 19 1/2 hours per week 

 For further details  contact  Sherry at 061 414646 

 

 

Saints of the Week:   Mon  17th  -  Our Lady of Knock,             Wed 19th—St John Eudes 

   Thur 20th  -  St Bernard,                            Fri  21st— St Pius 


